
 

 Volume 62 No. 7         April 8, 2018 

Sharing God’s Love in the Heart of the City 

First Baptist Church of Silver Spring 
9727 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD  20910-1458  

Ph. 301-754-1100    www.fbcss.org 

by Rev. Eric Walters 

In my last Tie Line article, I introduced the theologi-
cal concept of theophany, which in simpler terms, can be an 
experience of Immanuel (which means God with us).  The-
ophany originates from the Greek theo- (God) + -phanein (to 
show oneself, appear) and by definition, is a special manifes-
tation of God in such a majestic manner that it is obvious that 
God is there.  The end goal of the vision is to instill sensitivity 
to both goodness and godliness in the one who has  
experienced the theophany.  In many contemporary Christian 
circles, the teaching of theophany addresses only that aspect 
which deals with the incarnation (i.e., Word became flesh 
visitation) of Jesus Christ to humanity. Indeed, to celebrate 
Easter is to experience the life-changing transformation that 
occurs when God visits us.  However, we should understand 
that the “Easter experience” is not confined to just the New 
Testament story of Jesus. It permeates the lives of many 
characters in the Bible.   In this article, let’s take a closer look 
at a familiar story about the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) 
experience of Moses, whom God called to free his people 
from Pharaoh of Egypt: 

 
1Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his 
father-in-law, the priest of Midian; and he led the 
flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to 
Horeb, the mountain of God.   2The angel of the 
LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the 
midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush 
was burning with fire, yet the bush was not  
consumed.  3 So Moses said, "I must turn aside now 
and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not 
burned up.έ   4 When the LORD saw that he turned 
aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the 
bush and said, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I 
am." (Exodus 3:1-3 NASB) 

 
Most New Testament theologians believe that the 

“angel of the Lord” refers to a pre-incarnate manifestation of 
Jesus.  Therefore, the depth of theophany often is under-
appreciated by the laity within local churches.  While  
ultimately the principle of divine revelation is indeed  
solidified in the person of Jesus, Moses’ encounter with the 
burning bush, as found in Exodus 3:1-3, can teach us much 
about how God works within the scope of human frailty and 
limitation. 

 
During his flight-for-life experience from Egypt 

(Exodus 2) and exile to the wilderness of Midian, Moses  
experienced drought and desolation of both stature and spir-
it.  Yet Moses recognized the burning bush as something ma-
jestic to behold and thus was drawn towards the marvel.  The 
scenario he observed externally reveals something of the 
nature of theophany, and of the transformative experience 
that ignites one internally.  The story of Moses is character-
ized through one great event after another: he was born to 
Hebrew parents and preserved in a wicker basket along the 
Nile riverbank; he was reared and matured wisely in the 
courts of Pharaoh within Egypt. Yet, through an ironic  
episode of salvific impulse to spare punishment of a fellow 
Israelite, he committed murder and forfeited his ascendancy 
to leadership.  In desert Midian, as an ‘alien in a foreign 
land’ (Exodus 2:22), his full potential would only begin to  
unfold in response to the call from the burning bush, to which 
he replied, “Here I am!”  Thus, the admission of Moses—of 
being in a strange state or place, is not uncommon for many 
who falter and yet are summoned by the Call of God through 
theophany.   

 
The appearance of a burning bush suggests how God 

works to reinstate Moses’ convictions regarding his life’s  
purpose.  While a prince in Pharaoh’s house, Moses  
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On Sunday, March 25 we welcomed our 
newest member, Ellen Stoney into the 
First Baptist Church family. Ellen has been 
a regular attendee at FBC for many years 
and made the decision to make FBC her 
church home oḭcial through membership.  
If you have not had the opportunity to 
formally welcome her and introduce 
yourself, please take the time to do so.  
Welcome, to our sister in Christ. ELLEN STONEY 
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It is always difficult when there is a 
loss of a member, relative or 
friend. At FBC, when one hurts, we 
all hurt. As we commune in prayer 
with the Lord, let us remember the 
following families for the comfort 
and peace that only God can give.  
 
Û On Sunday, April 1, Brother Robert Seaton succumbed to his 

illness. The family held a private service and has  
requested in lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be 
given to the Metro Maryland Ostomy Association, Inc. or 
the American Cancer Society of Maryland.  

Û Sister Ethel Haughton's niece, Printella Houston passed on  
Sunday, April 1.  

Û Sister Lizzie Graham's mother, Maggie Graham passed on  
Tuesday, April 3.  

Û Sister Curdella Forbes' niece, Nirmala Samuels who had 
been on our prayer list for quite some time passed away on 
Thursday, April 5. Curdella will remain in Jamaica through 
the end of April.  

 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.  
Matthew 5:4 

 
The story is told of someone 
who plugged a power strip 
into itself and then couldnõt 
understand why the system 
wouldnõt turn on! We get a 
kick out of such tales, yet how 
often do we try to òpoweró 
our own lives? We frequently 
think we need to be the source 
of our own strength, joy, 
peace, energy and wisdom.  
 
Jesus doesnõt teach us to find 
life within ourselvesñor in any 
human being or earthly 
circumstance, object or 
philosophy. Rather, calling 
himself the good shepherd, 
Jesus says, òI have come that 
[my sheep] may have life, and 
have it abundantlyó   
(John 10:10).  
 
We donõt access that 
abundant life by òplugging 
intoó ourselves. Instead, Jesus 
invites us to plug into his 
powerñand joy, peace, hope, 
truthñthrough prayer and 
Scripture, worship and service, 
fellowship with other Christians 
and the beauty of Godõs 

world. 

 OUR TRUE POWER SOURCE 
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symbolically stands in stateliness as a tall tree.  In making this  
assertion, consider that throughout scripture, the use of the tree 
metaphor applies to individuals of stature and strength.  In Psalm 
1:1 man is depicted as a tree planted by the rivers of water that 
brings forth fruit.  Matthew 7:7-17 comments on an individual 
who, in obedience to the will of God, is likened unto a tree that 
bears good fruit.  In Daniel 4:10, 20-23, King Nebuchadnezzar is 
described as a huge tree that is eventually chopped down as a 
result of his presumption and pride.  While in the wilderness, Mo-
ses takes on the staid and nothing-type character of that which 
surrounds him.  He essentially becomes a parched,  
bewildering symbol of human irrelevance and insignificance.  Mo-
ses is neither wealthy nor mighty; he is not presented as one par-
ticularly gifted.  In fact, despite his vast training in the Egyptian 
courts, he dwells as a shepherd, and is not visible on any world 
stage.  Even if the Egyptians knew his whereabouts, he may have 
bristled in knowing his choice of career was especially detestable 
to them (Genesis 46:34).   He is not a ‘tree’, he is just a ‘bush’!   

 
So what may the theophany of the burning bush  

suggest?  Ultimately, it does not matter what one’s classification 
is determined to be—either as a ‘bush’ or a ‘tree’.  No person is 
irrelevant or insignificant in the plan of God.  Unexplored mean-
ings of this theophany are discovered in answering the question 
of where God can be found, and of its corollary, where God can 
be manifested.  The burning motif symbolizes the passion via 
GodΩs spirit that transforms persons, particularly those who are 
in the lowest places of life.  More frequently, this is where God 
may be met and manifested in a magisterial way.  God seeks  
persons who, with reverent humility, have come to recognize 
their true insignificance. Indeed, he is the Great Potter that molds 
the clay—the clay that harbors a potential usefulness that others 
may not immediately recognize.  

 
But there is more.  God seeks and saves those who are 

lost.  God seeks for wanderers who can be found in those places 
lacking and devoid of humanity, adequacy and sufficiency.  God 
can be manifested even in the routineness of life where the  
burden within persons is that they—like shrubs or bushes, are 
often overlooked and brushed aside by others.  The comprehen-
sive perspective suggests that God can be found in, and among 
those who burn with a perpetual desire to truly unveil the au-
thenticity of the religion of Jesus.   

 
Theophany shows God’s self-identification with humani-

ty in both creation and renewal at all levels of struggle and  
sacrifice.  Indeed, God has chosen to abide in the lowly places, 
and to use ‘bushes’ just as if they are ‘trees’.  The burning bush 
theophany resonates with the teaching of the Apostle Paul: “…
And the base things of the world and the despised God has  
chosen…so that no one may boast before God” (1 Corinthians 
1:27).  Therefore, whether considered a tree or bush, God is faith-
fully at work in the foliage of our lives. 

   

The following list contains items we are seeking donations 
for as we prepare the rooms for our infants, children and 
youth at the new building. You may have some of the items 
already in your home that are in good, clean, and usable 
condition. Items can be brought in on Sundays on April 22 
and 29. Please check with Sara Reed prior to purchasing 
items to find out if the quantity has been met. 

What God Sees in Us (continued from page 1) 

Babies (up to 2 yrs) 
2 mattresses for baby bed  
2 bottom sheets for baby bed  
2 bottom sheets for baby bed  
2 baby blankets  
2 baby blankets  
Rocker  
Rocker  
Changing table  
Diaper Genie   
Small refrigerator   
  
 
 
Ages 2 - 4  
Wooden puzzles (3)  
Wooden puzzles (3)  
Toys for ages 2-4 (3)  
Toys for ages 2-4 (3)  
Big Blocks  
Big Coloring Books (3)  
 
 
Ages 5 ï 7 (K to 2nd Grade)  
Puzzles (4)  
Puzzles (4)  
Toys for ages 5-7 (3)  
Toys for ages 5-7 (3)  
Small Blocks  
Books (3)  
Books (3)  
  
  
3rd  to 5th Grade 
Tall trash can and liners  
Pencils and pens  
CD player  
Scissors and color pencils  
 
 
Middle & High School  
Tall trash can and liners  
Pencils and pens  
CD player  
Scissors and color pencils  
Couches (2)  
End tables (2)  
Coffee table  

Booster seat  
Booster seat  
Booster seat 
Bottle warmer  
CD player  
Infant toys (3) 
Infant toys (3)  
Books  
Tall trash can and liners 
High chair  
High chair  
High chair   

Play Kitchen equipment  
Cars  
Trucks  
CD player  
Tall trash can and liners  
Crayons and scissors  

Play Dough  
Color pencils and crayons  
Tall trash can and liners  
Scissors and pencils  
Tall trash can and liners 

#ÏÍÅ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓ ÏÎ 3ÕÎÄÁÙÓ ÁÔ ͽ 4ÁËÏÍÁ 0ÁÒË #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ #ÅÎÔÅÒ 
ρπȡππ ÁȢÍȢ   !ÄÕÌÔ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ    Â   ρρȡππ ÁȢÍȢ   7ÏÒÓÈÉÐ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ     Â   ρρȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ   #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎͻÓ "ÉÂÌÅ 3ÔÕÄÙ 
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 2018 Church Clerk and Trustee Workshops 
Saturday, June 16 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 

Register online at https://www.dcbaptist.org/registration 
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--------- WORSHIP LOCATION REMINDER --------- 
SUNDAY, APRIL 15 

 

Worship Service on Sunday, April 15 will be a combined service 
with Montgomery Hills Baptist Church. Sunday School starts at 
9:45 a.m., followed by worship service at 11:00 a.m.  
 
Please use your assigned FBC offering envelopes to ensure  
offerings received are credited to the intended church recipient. 

 

Hallelujah! PRAISE THE LORD!! 
 

You have probably heard the great news that we have received our Certificate of Occupancy 
which means weõre one step closer to moving into our new building.  As of now, the tentative 
date for our first worship service on Wayne Avenue is set for Sunday, May13. A more formal 
celebration will be planned for later in the year. There have been several inquiries from our 
out of town friends and members who would love to rejoice with us. Details on the event will 

be shared at a later date.  

If you have borrowed hymnals or music from our 
First Baptist temporary rehearsal space at  
Montgomery Hills, please return the items as 
soon as possible so that the choir's inventory may 
be packed in preparation for moving. You may 
return them to Charlotte Peddicord or Rosemary 
Piercey. Thank you.  

MINISTRY ON THE MALL 
Washington DC attracts visitors from all over our  
nation and all over the world. This summer, teams 
from the DC Baptist Convention churches are asked 
to hand out bottles of cold water, tourist information, 
and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with those who 

visit the National Mall. DCBC is looking for puppet teams, musical 
groups, jugglers, dancers, people who do face painting or can just 
share friendly smiles. To sign up go to www.dcbaptist.org/registration 

S , M  19 
11:00 . . 

 
Ladies, this event is planned  

especially for you.  
More details to come.  

SAVE THE DATE. 


